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Dear Geoffrey,
Probably not so obvious to the majority of you who live in Auckland – but the ski season is nearly upon us !  I looked out of the window last Saturday and behold – Mt Ruapehu was silvery white in the sunlight with the first snow of the season.

Probably time to sharpen those edges !!

SNOWLINE AGM.

It has to be said that with 250+ members, it was somewhat disappointing to note only 28 turned up to vote on March 5th.

However what we may have lost in quantity we certainly gained in quality, with a good deal of “vibrant” discussion over compulsory work parties, annual subs (which are set on the night – so if you don’t like it, there is only one person you can blame), the cost of transport / car pooling, subsidies to younger members to enter races and of course the old perennial – nightly fees.

It is probably fair comment that the committee will have some hard thinking to do regarding several key topics over the next couple of months. If you have any constructive thoughts on any topic, don’t hesitate to contact a committee member.

It has been suggested the club should seek ways to encourage junior members by offering “incentives” to ski school or to subsidise accommodation.  No decisions have been made to date, but general consensus was that club spirit increases especially amongst the junior members as they participate in - and hopefully win - some of the mountain events.

There was of course the annual “running of the bulls” stampede for committee nominations and the following were duly nominated, seconded and voted into “power”:

President:

Andrew McKenzie.

Vice President:
Kadri Elcoat.

Treasurer:

Penny Gardener. 

Secretary:

Vivienne Holm.

Catering:

Malene Holm.

Lodge Officer:
James Perkins.

Chief Warden:
Phil Oliver.

Booking Officer:
Tanya Richardson.

Club Captain:
Paul Upton.

Social Officer:
Kate McKenzie.

Bulletin Officer:
Robert Burrow.

(holm means “island” in some weird Scandinavian dialect – but we assure you Vivienne and Malene are unrelated islands !!)

This newsletter is the best platform committee has to extend a very sincere vote of thanks to Martin Ellis for conducting our annual audit at VERY short notice. Martin stepped in when our auditor became incapacitated in December and although getting on for 100 years old, he did us proud. 

Thank you Martin.
What is happening in committee: (in no particular order!)
Committee confirmed the offer of free membership is closed. Until all subs are paid we will not know our final membership – but it will approach 250 – our target figure to keep the club financial, but ensure we all have ready access to a bunk at reasonable notice.  Some very financial clubs have in excess of 1000 members; but booking a bunk can be a long term mission! 

Lodge officer:
James noted that certain R&M issues were getting a bit behind, but the lodge will definitely we in good order by the beginning of the season. The roof is our major concern although it does appear the “leaky wall syndrome” has been corrected. 

We have ended up with a remarkably good response to work parties.

The club has installed a standard double bed in the custodian’s room, which means JUDITH HAMLIN will not be affected by the length and width restrictions of the past.

(This definitely does not imply that Judith is either long or “wide” !!!!!  

Work party April 19th.

For all intents and purpose – this was a resounding success !

James has to be complimented in finding jobs for 25 workers of all ages including a high proportion of children.  Rumour has it the Perry clan was not at all keen on a “wasted” weekend – but on their return to Auckland on Sunday night, Larissa and Damien reckoned it was a brilliant weekend and gave it 9++ out of 10 for fun.

Work parties are a wonderful opportunity to make friends and build club spirit.

 Chief Warden:
Phil will be lucky to ski this season as he is still recovering from last year’s accident (and hops upstairs to committee meetings). However expect a few changes in our roster and a request for wardens to attend a “training meeting”.  Do you all know how to fire up emergency heaters and cooking stoves ? Can you operate the fire hose or change water tanks?  Do you know where we keep the sky hooks and how to use them to evacuate the Lodge in case of an eruption ??

There will probably be a new job on the roster – “bottle cleaner upper”.

We asked if you would all take your own empty bottles home you so laboriously carted up the mountain when full – but that request failed.

We still ask you to do this.

Committee is also reminding you to leave your bunk room in a tidy condition when you leave. We do not run a motel and any mess or untidiness you leave behind has to be cleaned up by someone else.

B4 U GO
1
Vacuum your room.

2
Clear your gear from the drying room

3
Empty under bunk drawers.

4
Check under the mattress.

5
Empty your rubbish bin.
6
Fold and stack blankets neatly and return extra blankets and pillows to the original bunk.
7
DRIVE HOME SAFELY.
Booking Officer:
Tanya
has posted a revised booking form on or website – so look at it !!    The club is negotiating to open an on line bank account to facilitate payments

Lodge Fees:


Season.

Off Season.

Members w/e.

$25.


$15

Non Members w/e.

$75.


$20

Saturday night only.
$50.


$20

Club Captain:
Paul will be looking closely at “junior sponsorships”, but details will have to wait until we see how financial we are after all subs are paid.

Consideration will be given to the club hiring a qualified (RAL ?) instructor for 2/3 weekends ,who will be available to junior members wishing to hone their skills. Accommodation and instruction could be charged at a nominal fee.

As a matter of interest – are there any senior members who would be interested in hiring an instructor for the odd weekend if we are able to negotiate a “bulk rate”?  There would be no discounted accommodation.

Maybe a weekday instructors rate could be negotiated if sufficient interest.

If any families or individuals are interested in participating in some form of club sponsorship, please contact Paul so that he can gauge interest and plan accordingly.

clubcaptain@snowlineskiclub.org.nz
You can be assured of a full programme of club events for both weekday and weekend skiers.

HAVE YOU PURCHASED YOUR SEASON PASS ??
Catering:
Following the April 19th work party – Malene confirms the Lodge is now fully stocked with dry goods and meat – and ready to rock !

She has purchased many of our requirements in bulk to minimise cost which means that if you empty a container, DON’T THROW IT OUT as it needs to be refilled. That includes all bottles, jars, tins and boxes as well as cleaning product containers.

And a gentle reminder.  If you do not wish to be on the receiving end of  Malene’s  “Scandinavian” wrath – I sincerely suggest you do not help yourself to bulk foods !!!!!  The bulk store is out of bounds.

A further reminder that your nightly fees include:

Breakfast and dinner. 
(prepared by rostered members and the custodian)

Afternoon nibbles and lunch.
 (prepared by yourself from opened containers of bread, biscuits and condiments put out for you). 

Snowline cannot cater for special needs (Please remember Robert hates pasta !!), and you must supply these yourself.

If you have any complaint s or queries – contact Malene: catering@snowlineskiclub.org.nz
Treasurer:
As Penny put it to me in an email from the UK in late December after she had been proposed “electronically” as our new treasurer:-- “I am currently in the UK on a much deserved holiday – I have four children to look after - and have just formed my own company”.  

Penny does not need any additional work as she is also trying to install our new accounting package – so please pay your subs promptly !!!

(we need the money to pay the food bill !)

General News.

Snowline proposes to issue a “Membership List” which will detail names and telephone numbers only, in the hope it may simplify communications between members wanting to solicit passengers or hitch lifts to minimise the cost of travel.

Petrol could easily exceed $2:05 by mid season which will make it more economical to maximise passenger patronage.

Please use the booking form to contact both carriers and passengers.

If you have any reservations about having your telephone number on this list (when in all probability it is already in the telephone book?): contact committee URGENTLY.

Regrettably, Vivienne Holm has had to resign as secretary due to personal reasons.

Would anyone interested in putting their name forward or wishing to nominate someone else – please contact Andrew by May 13th. president@snowlineskiclub.org.nz
FOR SALE.

Skiing has never been cheap – so if you have any wooden skis with cable bindings, clothing your children may have grown out of or other good condition gear – advertise here:

1
Contact Janefrey Lovie:

                      09 817 8584


Near new Rossignol Bandits. Skis and boots.    $200. 

As this goes to print – we are warned about a cyclone Bola weather forecast.

That means snow !!!!!
PS

Please direct all general committee correspondence to secretary@snowlineskiclub.org.nz 
