Snowline Newsletter – March 2011
Hello again – hope you have all had a great summer. 
Many of you will no doubt have been affected in some way or other by the Christchurch earth quake and now we are seeing snapshots each evening on TV of a disaster beyond my imagination in Japan. It brings home to us all how blessed we are and the importance of treasuring our friends and the times we have together.
Work Party – Food & Firewood -9th/10th April 2011
On that note, we have an opportunity coming up in April to spend some time together on a work party (loading food and firewood into the club) – yes, it’s a work PARTY! But mostly the party bit. So come and join us because we need a good number of helpers to get the tasks done. It’s guaranteed to be a lot of fun. Please contact Phil Oliver 0212772028 or chiefwarden@snowlineskiclub.org.nz
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Annual General Meeting coming up on 30th March 2011 
March is the AGM month. This is your club so come and contribute to the decision-making process - it’s like voting in the national elections – you can’t complain if you don’t bother to vote. Come and join in the discussions about Subs, nightly rates, etc have your say, volunteer as a committee member.
Date & Time: Wednesday 30th March, 2011 at 7.30pm
Place: Birkenhead Scout Club Den, Council Terrace, Little Shoal Bay, Auckland
New Committee Member Position
We have a new committee member position this year that would suit the IT wizards. The ‘Online Activity’ position will help to manage the website etc so if IT is your area, then we need you.
Snowline Ski Club 50th Anniversary Celebrations
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This year is the 50th anniversary of the incorporation of the Snowline Ski Club (ATI) and we are celebrating! Book these dates in your diary:                                              (Saturday 11th June 2011 - Evening function for Senior members and past members 18 and over.                                                                                                                      (Sunday 12th June 2011 - Lunch catch up for everyone including children.                    Both these events will be held in Auckland.

Can you help with.......?
1. Photo’s, home movies/video’s, interesting/funny stories about your experiences at the

club or other ski club function from the past 50 years, that we can use for the planned

50th DVD and Photo board on the night. These should be sent to Tanya and Blair

Richardson asap. Contact Tanya on 012347209 or email on tanyabyron@gmail.com.

2. If you can offer or require billeting please contact Penny Gardiner on 021901010 (leave

a message if she does not answer) or penny@easydocs.net.

For planning purposes we would like to have an indication of numbers attending. 
Please click this link with who will be attending mailto:tanyabyron@gmail.com      
We will have more details next month.

The Ski Development Program
In the 2011 season we will again be sponsoring the Junior Ski Development programme. This is an opportunity for the junior members to make huge improvements in their skiing or snowboarding with expert tuition and lots of practice over a season. For those who apply and are accepted, Snowline will provide subsidised weekend accommodation. The application form will be found on the website or contact Blair Richardson (clubcaptain@snowlineskiclub.org.nz)
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Report on the Snowline Tongariro Crossing /Crater Walks on 12th/13th February
How we shot a Polar Bear or “WE KNOCKED THE BASTARDS OFF!”   
 Group members: Olivers: Sandra, Phil, Hayden - Robert Burrow - Barratts: Trevor, Anna, Lyn - Kerry Munro - Bartons: Sharon, Mike - Craig McKenzie - Oosterhofs: Fred, Carole, Emily - Tamara Forbes - Salmons: Keith, Liz, Laura, Joshua - Blair McCulloch - Holly Tudor - Stephen Vincent. 
Saturday dawned a dull morning with damp mists swirling around the lodge, so instead of breakfast at 6:30 in preparation for an early start to the planned ascent of Ruapehu – we all went back to bed until 7:30, by which time the mist had risen marginally.   It was decided over baked beans and porridge that a fair alternative was to attempt the Tongariro Crossing, as clearly the sumptuous lunch brought down at considerable expense had to be consumed outside somewhere !
By the time we had all arrived at Mangatepopo, the weather had cleared somewhat and a relatively uneventful two and a half hour walk saw 20 slightly worn out Snowliners scampering around Red Crater and preparing lunch in a force 5 breeze at about minus 2 degrees chill factor.
This in no way dampened spirits as we tucked into a sumptuous meal of cold smoked chicken, potato salad, beans and humus, followed by lemon cheese cake and chocolate pudding - all washed down with five bottles of Chateaux Laffite  - 1934 vintage champers. (see what you guys miss by not coming on these activities)
At this point, the Barratt clan who had never walked the full crossing: took off for Ketatahi after giving Robert the keys so that he could drive Anna’s car to the end of Mangatepopo Road where it could be picked up on their return. Amazingly, after they completed their walk and caught the bus – and we had walked back; we arrived at the end of the road within seconds of each other !!!
The return downhill walk was punctuated by a stopover at Soda Springs where “number one child” Keith: lead the charge to pass beneath the falls without getting wet – all failing miserably to do so; whilst Hayden and xxxxxx clearly had hot feet and walked barefoot across Central Crater !!!  
Everyone was soon revitalized after a good shower and it was pleasing to note that Sandra, Liz, xxx, xxx  still recognized that a woman’s place remains firmly in the kitchen, barefoot and pregnant behind a sink and in front of the stove, as they prepared a simply delicious roast lamb dinner accompanied by roast spuds, kumara, carrots and pumpkin; all smothered in “real gravy”. This was followed by a wonderful crusty apricot pie and “real custard”.  Thank you ladies (and Phil, who seemed to spend a lifetime peeling spuds and kumara). 
Another really gratifying aspect of the meal was the way the children all chipped in to wash the dishes:  all-be-it with considerably more splashing, towel whipping and noise than “really good” children would make !!!
Don’t play cards with Mike and Sharon. They cheat at 500.
There is no irrefutable PROOF they actually do cheat, but one’s suspicions are strengthened when after Mike deals; Sharon bids six hearts when she holds the joker, ace, both bowers, king, queen, 10 and two off suit aces, whilst Mike holds the other two off suit aces, a couple of kings and a flurry of lower hearts !!!! Well Craig and I think they cheat because we lost 520 to 30 !! We reserve grave doubts about the younger generation too – which with far too much noise at the other end of the table, were playing “Bullshit”!
Sunday dawned with brilliant sunshine and 100 mile visibility !!  Not a cloud in sight between here and Egmont (ooops, Taranaki). Robert suggested we may like to climb to Crater Lake as our legs were now nicely attuned to both rocks and altitude, and was taken up by nine stalwarts. 
So at 9:30,  Lyn, Anna, Trevor, Mike, Sharon, Keith, Liz, Robert, Craig and last but not least, Kerry, set off for the summit with an estimated eta 1:00 pm.
There were serious rumblings and a near rebellion when some of the troops saw the chairlifts working, but we battled on forever upwards until reaching the rim of Summit Plateau to be greeted by a vast empty hole!!
Luckily for all, Robert was able to call upon his intimate geophysical knowledge to explain we were privileged to witness a once in a hundred year phenomena: when, tectonic plate movements and subterranean volcanic activity combined to drain “the lake”.   
Amidst serious grumbling about “all that effort” just to view a muddy hole filled with jumbled rocks and dirty ice, (Liz demanded her money back) Robert suggested that if we climbed a little higher, we may be fortunate to see a slightly smaller lake (if indeed this had not also drained) – which anyway, was much more beautiful. 
It is here that the male ego (yet again) took a serious pounding, as first to the top was Anna followed by Lyn and Liz with all the men struggling in their volcanic dust, as 15 minutes later we arrived at Dome Hut to view the “real” Crater Lake.
All agreed that in the brilliant sunshine, a milky opal/turquoise Crater lake framed between the towering peaks of Paretetaitonga and Te Huehue really was worth climbing for.  After a quick photo session; we descended to Summit Plateau for a well earned tot from the last remaining bottle of Chateaux Laffite 1934 - and lunch of last night’s lamb and fruit cake.
The downward trek was pretty uneventful, except to note that whether trekking the Karakorams or into the Hindu Kush; I have NEVER known anyone who scrambled UP a mountain quite so slowly, but flew DOWN them quite so quickly as Craig and Kerry !!! They descended like a pair of scalded cats.
We stopped briefly at the base of a rapidly melting ice field to fill our flasks with some of the purest water on earth before arriving back at the lodge exactly 2 hours after leaving the Lake. (Four hours up and two hours back. Hut to hut).
Craig and Kerry decided to stay an extra night whilst Trevor dashed down to National Park airport and his clapped out DC3 to whisk Lyn back to from whence they came. Everyone else headed back to Taupo or Auckland at a somewhat slower pace either showered or sweaty. To end my tale – we need to consider poor old Mike; who on both days struggled valiantly to keep up, but alas, was always last.
However to quote the immortal words of Lord Caernarvon at Balaclava: “any fool can lead his troops into the Valley of Death – but only a really good “tail end Charlie” can ensure they all come out alive”.  (well – something like that).
This should forever go down in the annals of ATI / Snowline and a fitting dual achievement on the 50th anniversary of our club. Congratulations to all. Thanks to everyone. Everyone pulled their weight. Special thanks to the cooks and Phil / Sandra for the food and wine. Club Spirit is alive and kicking.
Anonymous. (Robert)
 Comments from Phil and Sandra Oliver
I should add, for those of us who had a more leisure able day, rather than a 4hr climb to the crater and then a 2hr climb back down again plus the drive back to Auckland, decide to enjoyed that beautiful Sunday by going up the mountain the easy way, on the chair, to the Fantastic new Knoll ridge café. The food and coffee was great and so was the company. It was a bit of a shock for those of us who have not seen the ski fields without any snow before, the mountain is so rugged without that dusting of white stuff.
Thank you to all those who came down for the weekend and made it a weekend to remember.
Robert has suggested we have another crack at the crater in November sometime, when there is a bit of snow at the top to make the going a bit easier. I will keep you all posted as to when. 
Well that’s all from me. See you at the AGM.

Gabrielle
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